
A LETTER FROM THE COALITION 
 

Dear Ashland Community Members,     
      

I am excited to be writing the Fall 2020 newsletter welcome 
message! I am the new Drug Free Communities Project Coordinator 
for Decisions at Every Turn. Though I have only been in this position 
since early July, my connection to the Ashland community is long-
standing. Ashland is where I grew up and called home for many 
years of my life. I am grateful for this opportunity to give back to it 
in a meaningful way. Some projects that will be my responsibility 
include: spearheading the creation of a youth coalition, overseeing 
the STAND Campaign, and building our social media presence. 
 

I have recently completed a Master of Science specializing in 
Community Health Education. During this time, I also completed a 
Fellowship at Wellesley College within their Office of Student 
Wellness. While there, I worked on a variety of projects falling under 
the health education umbrella, but focused a lot of my time working 
with the student peer health educator groups. Before this, I worked 
in a variety of school settings doing behavioral health and teaching 
life skills. I have spent time leading youth adventure camping trips, 
teaching adaptive yoga classes and bring with me a variety of 
experiences working with a diverse range of youth and young adults.  
 

I have a strong passion for the development of healthy people and 
communities. My belief is that health should be looked at from a 
holistic perspective. Substance use prevention work aligns with this 
belief, as health is interconnected to all parts of our lifestyles. The 
prevention field works to promote healthy habits and protective 
factors before the misuse of substances can occur. This is especially 
important with regard to youth well-being. I am excited to be able to 
educate and empower Ashland youth with the tools they need to 
foster lifelong health and well-being practices. 
 

This year has been challenging. In times like this, community 
connection is so important. Connecting looks different right now, 
but a strong emphasis on support is still here. I have experienced 
this in Ashland firsthand since starting in July. I have had the 
opportunity to virtually connect with many of our partners, 
stakeholders, community members, and students. I have been 
overwhelmed by the support for Decisions at Every Turn and its 
mission. There is a great passion and drive to make Ashland a happy 
and healthy place to live and thrive. I am humbled to be a part of 
this process and look forward to connecting with more of you as 
time goes on. 
 

 
 
 

Talia Seavey, MS 
DFC Project Coordinator 
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2020 DAET COALITION SURVEY: 

WHAT THE RESULTS TELL US 
 

Every 3 years since 2014, DAET 
has administered a coalition 
survey to understand how we 
can better support our active 
members and other interested 
individuals in the work to  

prevent and reduce youth substance use. Staff uses this 
information to inform DAET operations and strategies. 
Prior to sending out the survey, the questions are 
reviewed and revised to reflect the current environment. 
The most notable 2020 survey revisions included the 
elimination of the term “member” in the survey title to 
encourage anyone to participate, regardless of 
membership identification; Coalition meeting structure; 
and training/learning opportunities.  

SURVEY PARTICIPANT HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Would like to learn more about parent 
engagement in prevention 

Have a clear understanding of the 
Coalition’s mission, vision & goals 

Feel comfortable talking about the Coalition 
with friends/neighbors and its efforts to 
reduce youth substance use 

Are interested in DAET prevention trainings 

Prefer webinars/on-line trainings 

Prefer 3 large trainings (fall, winter, 
spring) with smaller events in between 

30% 
Consider 
themselves 
a member 

Do not consider 
themselves a 
member 

70% 

85% 

81% 

70% 

65% 

60% 

85% 

Our first operational improvement using the survey 
data is to our Coalition meeting structure and format. 
Please see the back page of this newsletter for what to 
expect this coming year. Next steps include sharing the 
full set of data at an upcoming Coalition meeting and 
making the final report available on our website. 



  

The video recording is available at 
https://youtu.be/WqOE6gWgjwM 

 

Ashland’s Board of Health presented DAET with the Mary 
Mortensen Public Health Award in recognition for its volunteer 
contributions to the positive health and culture in Ashland. We 

are grateful for the individual community members, local 
organizations, and municipal departments, including the Ashland 

Board of Health, who work tirelessly to advance our mission. 

JOIN US VIA ZOOM 
Tuesday, October 6, 2020  

DAET Coalition meeting & discussion 
6:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

 

Come participate in a conversation about how we 
can best support youth now and moving forward. 

We’ll start with a sharing of concerns and end with 
concrete ideas & actions. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

Meet Project Coordinator Talia Seavey * Brief DAET 
update * Family Resources 

 

Email kristin.french@AshlandDecisions.org  
for the ZOOM link 
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Town Hall, 2nd Floor  

MARY MORTENSEN PUBIC HEALTH AWARD 
COVID-19 RESOURCES FOR SUPPORTING 

KIDS, TEENS & FAMILIES 
 
 
 
 

 

 DAET Parenting for Prevention Tip Sheets 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ashlanddecisions.org/resources/tip-sheets/ 

WEBSITES & ONLINE 
 

Child Mind Institute 
https://www.facebook.com/ChildMindInstitute/ 

 

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-

coping/managing-stress-anxiety.html 

 
 

POWER Programs 

https://youtu.be/WqOE6gWgjwM
mailto:kristin.french@AshlandDecisions.org
https://www.ashlanddecisions.org/resources/tip-sheets/
https://www.facebook.com/ChildMindInstitute/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-anxiety.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-anxiety.html
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The Importance of Developmental Relationships During the COVID-19 Crisis 
 

Young people thrive when they experience close connections with adults who provide encouragement, support, and 
care. Known as developmental relationships, these meaningful connections have a powerful influence in shaping 
young lives. Youth that experience a greater number of developmental relationships are more likely to have life-long 
positive outcomes and be resilient in the presence of challenges. 
 

Today, our youth are facing an unprecedented set of circumstances and experiences. We have had to rethink how 
we can maintain close relationships with the young people in our lives. The Search Institute has developed a 
Developmental Relationships checklist that all adults can use that help create connections and build these critical 
relationships to help young people cope with separation and uncertainty during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2020 Search Institute®, Minneapolis, MN; 800-888-7828; www.searchinstitute.org. All rights reserved. 

 

The complete Building Developmental Relationships During the COVID-19 Crisis Checklist can be found at: 
https://www.search-institute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Coronavirus-checklist.pdf 

 
Learn more about how DAET is using the Search Institute’s Developmental Assets and Developmental Relationships 

frameworks to promote well-being and reduce unhealthy behaviors among Ashland youth in our previously released Spring 
2020 DAET special edition newsletter at: https://www.ashlanddecisions.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/DAET-Coaliton-

newsletter-Spring-2020-FINAL.pdf 

http://www.searchinstitute.org/
https://www.search-institute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Coronavirus-checklist.pdf
https://www.ashlanddecisions.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/DAET-Coaliton-newsletter-Spring-2020-FINAL.pdf
https://www.ashlanddecisions.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/DAET-Coaliton-newsletter-Spring-2020-FINAL.pdf


 In the 

  

SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN 
Themes:  
~ Back to School  
~ Suicide Prevention  

Themes: 
~ Substance Use 
Prevention 
~ Mental Health 
Awareness 

Themes: 
~ Great American 
Smokeout 
~ Foundation of 
Developmental Assets 
& Developmental 
Relationships 
 

Themes: 
~ Impaired/Drugged 
Driving Prevention  
~ Foundation of 
Developmental Assets 
& Developmental 
Relationships 
 

Themes:  
~ Developmental 
Assets & 
Developmental 
Relationships 
~ Building 
Relationships Action 
Steps 

Social Media blitz Fall Coalition Meeting Prevention Training or 
Event 

Prevention Training or 
Event 

Winter Coalition 
Meeting 

FEB MAR APR MAY JUN 
Themes:  
~  Developmental 
Assets & 
Developmental 
Relationships 
~  Building 
Relationships Action 
Steps 

Themes: 
~ National Drug & 
Alcohol Facts Week 
~ National Poison & 
Inhalants Awareness 
Week 

Theme: 
~ American Public 
Health Week 
 

Theme: 
~ Mental Health 
Awareness Month 

Theme: 
~ Kickoff Substance-
Free Safe Summer 

Prevention Training or 
Event 

Prevention Training or 
Event 

Spring Coalition 
Meeting 

Prevention Training or 
Event 

End of Year 
Celebration 
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Ashland’s Decisions at Every Turn Coalition | 65 E. Union Street, Ashland, MA 01702 
CoalitionInfo@AshlandDecisions.org | www.AshlandDecisions.org  | 508-881-0177 x8284 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 
@ashlandDAET 

 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
DECISIONS AT EVERY TURN 

FIND US ON INSTRGRAM 
@ashlanddecisions 

 

DAET COALITION MEETING CALENDAR 
2020-2021 
 

DAET SOCIAL MEDIA 
Don’t miss out on prevention tip & strategies for positive family health, DAET events & programs, and helpful resources.  

 

mailto:CoalitionInfo@AshlandDecisions.org
http://www.ashlanddecisions.org/
https://twitter.com/AshlandDAET
https://twitter.com/AshlandDAET
https://www.facebook.com/ashlanddecisions/
https://www.instagram.com/ashlanddecisions/
https://www.instagram.com/ashlanddecisions/


 


